slowed at most for the period of  time that a notice of contest  is en
route to the Secretary;   that is,   the operator could mail   its notice
of contest on the  30th day and  the delay envisioned by the Secretary
in final assessment of a penalty normally would be a few days  at most,
the time it  takes  the mailed contest to be delivered.     Certainly,   the
brief delay for  the time  in transit would do no appreciable damage to
Congress'   desire to achieve reasonable promptness in penalty assessment
and collection.

Accordingly,  we hold that  a notice  of contest is effective if
mailed within 30 days after the operator receives a notice of proposed
assessment of penalty.     The decision of  the judge is reversed and
remanded for further proceedings consistent with this opinion.

A.   E,   Eawson, Commissioner
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